WILLIAM H. MIERNYK
Birth date: January 4, 1918, Durango, Colorado

Education:

Ph.D. Harvard University, Economics, 1953
MA. Harvard University, Economics, 1952
MA. University of Colorado, Economics, 1947
BA. University of Colorado, Economics, 1946

Honors and Awards:

Recipient of the REAL, 2005 Award for his sustained contributions to the field of regional economic
analysis; for his vision in creating the RRI and for his understanding that the organization of
the conduct of research was as important as the research itself. RRI was the model that
inspired the founding of the Regional Economic Applications Laboratory, University of lllinois,
Urbana-Champaign.

The William H. Miernyk Research Excellence Medal, instituted in 2005 by the Regional Research
Institute, West Virginia University, presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Regional
Science Association

Order of Vandalia, Inducted 1989, West Virginia University

Special Issue in honor of William H. Miernyk, International Regional Science Review, 8,3, 1983.

Claude Worthington Benedum Professor Emeritus of Economics, College of Mineral and Energy
Resources, West Virginia University, 1983-present

Awarded the first Distinguished Scholar Award by the Regional Science Association, 1982

Fellow of the Southern Regional Science Association, 1981

President, Southern Regional Science Association, 1975

Vice President, Regional Science Association, 1972-1973

Selected Previous Positions:

President, Miernyk and Associates Inc., Economic Consultants

Director, Regional Research Institute, West Virginia University, 1965-83

Visiting Professor of Economics, Harvard University, 1969-70

Founder, Regional Research Institute, West Virginia University, 1965

Director, Bureau of Economic Research, University of Colorado, 1962-65

Director, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Northeastern University, 1953-62
Visiting Professor of Economics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1957-58

Research Interest:

Long-term regional structural change
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